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GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF LEVELS 
 
REGENTS STANDARD ENGLISH Students are prepared for the New York State Comprehensive English 
Examination.  The new focus is on Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening skills. 
 
A. P. ENGLISH The program is designed to explore literature in greater depth and to inspire students to 
think, write about, and present their ideas.  The course leads to the Advanced Placement test for English, 
which gives students an opportunity to earn college credit. 
 
HONORS ENGLISH provides enrichment above and beyond Regents English.  Students will not skip a 
year; they will merely expand on the existing curriculum. 
 
A research component will be required on all levels.  This component is detailed in the research manual. 
 
 
REGENTS ENGLISH 9 - 123 
1 credit 
Prerequisite:  English 8  
 
Regents English 9 is a required course that emphasizes reading, writing, thinking and listening skills.  The 
primary goal of the course is to raise achievement levels in these basic skill areas so that students can 
experience success in grades 10, 11 and successfully pass the required NYS Regents Exam in English 
during their junior year.  Course work includes an introduction to literature through genre-based units in 
short story, novel, drama, poetry and memoir. 
 
Special skill units in spelling, vocabulary, grammar and writing are integrated with literature to develop 
student proficiency in Language Arts.  Good study skills in note taking, test taking, and organization of 
materials are modeled and stressed throughout the year.  Students are expected to become proficient in 
the critical reading of literature, in study and basic research skills and in writing 3-5 paragraph 
compositions. 
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ENGLISH 9 HONORS - 117 
1 credit  
Prerequisite:  Evaluation of student’s level of writing and critical thinking and teacher recommendation. 
 
Students must have a 90 average, score at least 85 or better on the CTBS, and have the recommendation 
of their 8th grade teacher.  Students must maintain an 85 average in both 1st and 2nd quarters.  Failure to 
maintain this minimum average may result, depending on the teacher’s professional judgement, in teacher 
notification to parent/guardian of reassignment to an R section.  To be eligible for advancement to 10th 
grade Honors, students must finish the year with an 85 average. 
 
English 9 Honors is an advanced level course designed for college bound students who have met the 
requirements for admission to the Honors program and who intend to take Advanced Placement English in 
their senior year.  The course will cover the genre-based literature units and skills work outlined in the 
English Regents 9 course description; however, the honor student will be expected to read beyond 
curriculum requirements and to become proficient in higher levels of critical thinking and writing skills. 
 
ENGLISH 9 Consultant Model (133)/ENGLISH 10 Consultant Model (134) & ENGLISH 11 Consultant 
Model (147) & English 12 Consultant Model (136) 
1 credit 
 
This course sets goals comparable to those of the regular Regents course; however, pacing and materials 
are selected to better accommodate students who may find Regents level course-work overly challenging.  
This course emphasizes the importance of reading, writing, speaking and listening in accordance with state 
Regents standards.  Therefore, students will be expected to read and study a variety of text types including 
short stories, novels, poetry and drama as well as non-fiction.  Additionally, students will be expected to 
develop proficiency in several writing models emphasizing the 3-5 paragraph essay structure.  Language 
skills such as spelling, grammar and vocabulary are integrated with the study of literature to develop 
student proficiency in Language Arts. 
 
HONORS ENGLISH 10 - 118 
1 credit 
Prerequisite:  teacher recommendation 
 
The Honors English 10 course is designed for students with advanced language skills and the motivation to 
pursue the Advanced Placement course as seniors, requires the following prerequisites: Students must 
complete English 9 Honors with an 85 or above average and the teacher recommendation.  Once in 10 
Honors, students must maintain an 85 average through the first quarter in order to stay in 10 Honors. 
 
Students must have an 85 average and the teacher recommendation in order to move from 10 Honors to 
Honors English 11. 
 
The course prepares the students in writing, grammar, listening, note-taking, speaking and organizational 
skills necessary for success on the English Regents, PSAT’s, SAT’s, Advanced Placement English, and in 
college level language skills.  British literature is stressed, along with major units in Greek and 
Shakespearean tragedy.  Methods of evaluation include pre-discussion tests, essays on literature, 
explication of literature, creative journal assignments presentations, projects, and the persuasive essay.  A 
humanities approach is utilized whenever possible.   
 
Vocabulary skills include meaning usage, antonyms, analogies and derivations.  Students use a formal 
vocabulary book designed to prepare them for SAT’s and are responsible for vocabulary from all reading 
and units.  Speaking skills are evaluated on content and presentation during class discussions, group 
preparation and presentations, individual presentations and performances.  Listening skills will be 
developed through practice exercises and note-taking skills.  Grammar and writing skills are incorporated 
into all units. 
 
REGENTS ENGLISH 10 - 124 
1 credit  
Prerequisite:  English 9 
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Regents Standard English 10 continues the development of vocabulary and grammar begun in Regents 
Standard English 9.  Students write in narrative, expository and descriptive modes, with emphasis on the 
literary essay.  Literature studies include units in poetry, the novel, the short stories and Elizabethan 
drama. Regents Comprehensive Examination preparation is emphasized. 
 
HONORS ENGLISH 11 - 119 
1 credit  
Prerequisite:  Honors 9, 10, or 90 average from RS and teacher recommendation.  Must maintain an 85 
average. 
 
This course covers Regents curriculum at a faster pace with many enriched units including Science Fiction.  
Writing, as a Regents component, ranges from critical and personal essays to college essays as well as 
creative writing.  Group discussions, presentations and formal speaking are other components to the 
course.  While American literature is the base from this course, some world literature may be included as 
with the 10 Honors.  This course is designed for students with advanced language and writing skills and 
motivation. 
 
REGENTS ENGLISH 11 - 125 
1 credit  
Prerequisite:  Reg. Standard English 10, English 9 
 
Regents English 11 is a required course that emphasizes student proficiency in advanced reading, writing 
and thinking skills.  The primary goal of the course is to improve achievement levels in these skill areas so 
that students will successfully pass the required NYS Regents exam in English.  A passing grade on the 
exam is a state requirement for graduation.  Course work includes a sample of American Literature.  
Special skill units in spelling, vocabulary, grammar, and writing are integrated with literature to develop 
student proficiency in Language Arts. 
 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT ENGLISH 12 - 116 
1 credit 
Students advancing from 11 Honors English must have an 88 average (11 Regents Standard must have a 
90 average), score at least an 85 on the Regents exam, and have the recommendation of their teacher.  
Students must maintain an 85 average for the first quarter.  Failure to maintain this minimum average may 
result, depending on the teacher's professional judgement, in teacher notification to parent/guardian of 
reassignment to a Regents Standard section.  Students are expected to register for and take the AP 
examination in Literature. 
 
This course is designed for students capable of doing college level work, who are willing to devote the 
energy necessary to complete a rigorous and demanding workload.  The course emphasizes the 
development of skills in critical reading and in writing about literature and related ideas.  Competency in 
oral communication is developed through activities such as debates, oral presentations, and group and 
classroom discussion.  The ostensible goal is to enable students to demonstrate their achievement in 
college level work by taking the AP exam in literature and composition.  Literature ranges from the Old 
Testament to modern writing and will be linked thematically.  Literary genres will include poetry, drama, 
short story, essay, novellas, and novels. 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  Students may choose as their English 12 credit:  

1) English 12,         
2) Creative Writing,  
3) /Mystery and Suspense, or  
4) Theater Arts 

 
REGENTS ENGLISH 12 - 126 
1 credit  
Prerequisite:  Regents English 11 
 
Regents English 12 is designed to prepare students for college and life experiences.  Units develop skills 
for critical thinking, writing, vocabulary development, literary analysis, interviews, public speaking, and 
listening.  The curriculum utilizes texts and materials that reflect multicultural themes, social and 
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contemporary issues.  Students will study a variety of cultures and world views through multiple genres.  
Preparation of college essays, resumes, and interview techniques will be included in this course. 
 
THEATER ARTS - 143 
1 credit    
Prerequisite:  English 12 
 
The development of the Theater will be followed through five major periods of excellence:  Greek Tragedy, 
Elizabethan Renaissance, French Renaissance, Theater of Ideas and the Modern Theater.  The craft of 
the playwrights Sophocles, William Shakespeare, Moliere, Ibsen, Eugene O’Neill, and Arthur Miller will be 
studied. 
 
Students will be expected to perform scenes from the plays read in class.  Writing assignments, both 
creative and formal, will be part of this course as it relates to the plays.  The emphasis of this course is on 
the history of Theater rather than the actor’s craft, but the student will be required to perform. 
 
 
MYSTERY AND SUSPENSE - 141 
1 Credit     
Prerequisite:  English 9- 11 
 
An exemplary course in the fictional and film works of various writers and filmmakers in the various genres 
or horror, crime, police procedural and detective works.  Students will read the works of Edgar Allan Poe, 
Sir Arthur, Conan Doyle, Agatha Christie, Alfred Hitchcock and other more contemporary writers, such as 
Stephen King. 
 
CREATIVE WRITING - 148 
1 credit    
Offered:  Grade 12; available to Grade 11 with preference to seniors 
Cap:  15 students  
 
This full-year course is designed to provide students an opportunity to explore and develop their creative 
writing potential through the genres of poetry, fiction and drama.  Through text and supplemental readings, 
the literary elements governing each genre will be examined.  Course emphasis, however, will be on 
student writing.  Students experiment with a variety of techniques such as journal writing, free writing and 
imitation from models to produce poetry, fiction and drama.  The course is designed for the college-bound 
and is run workshop style. 
 
ENGLISH SKILLS LAB – 135 
½ credit  
Prerequisite:  Low midterm scores an/or teacher recommendation 
 
Individual remedial assignments in spelling, writing, vocabulary, reading and regents skills.  Occasional 
group activities to reinforce individual work.  Emphasis on regents success, with intense preparation before 
the June exam. 


